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Entrance scholarships approved 
The College Board has just approved a new 
scholarship program for high s.chool 
students entering Capilano College. Under 
the new program, which will come into 
effect in the Fall 1986 semester, one 
scholarship will be awarded to a student 
from each of the high schools in Cap's 
official region. Students who win the 
scholarship may enter any credit program 
and will have their tuition fees waived 
for two consecutive semesters. Nominations 
for the recipients will come from high 
school teachers. 
Soccer team #3 In Canada 
The Blues Soccer team is back from 
Montreal where they played in the National 
Championships November 7 to 9, and they 
come back to us as the Bronze medalists. 
Cap played four games, beating Vanier, 
Briercrest and Sheridan colleges, and 
losing to Seneca, which later went on to 
claim first place (Dawson College came 
second). Particularly outstanding on the 
team were players Paul Zen (Business 
Management student) and Andrew Bousbouras 
(Math student) who made the All Canadian 
team. Congratulations all. 
Artifacts on display 
Starting this Monday the 18th there is a 
special display of Japanese Art to be seen 
on the 2nd floor of A building. Anthea 
Mallinson, a tapestry weaver who trained 
in England and has travelled widely in 
Europe and Japan, has kindly lent her 
collection of kimonos and artifacts to the 
Craft department for this display, and 
Craft students in the Fabric Printing 
classes will be studying contemporary 
versions of some of the techniques 
displayed in the showcase until the end of 
the month. 
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Educational tours of China 
When Psychology instructor Sandra Moe went 
to China in 1981, her tour was arranged by 
the Canada China Friendship Association, 
and she would recommend their tours to 
anyone else who is considering a trip 
there. A detailed brochure on their 1986 
educational tours to China is available 
from her, and we also have a copy here at 
CONTINUED ... 
Play starts Thursday 
The Theatre students' production "Parasols 
and Gumboots - A Patchwork of Early Gulf 
Islanders" starts this Thursday the 21st. 
The play, which has been adapted from 
interviews with descendents of Gulf Island 
pioneers who came out to BC at the turn of 
the century, is being held in R building 
(the Studio Theatre) at 8 pm Thursday to 
Sunday this week and Thursday to Monday 
next week. Tickets are $5 at the door for 
adults, and $4 for students, seniors, and 
· chilidren. 
: : capilano college 
Campaign at a close 
The United Way Campaign is officially 
over, but if you didn't donate to this 
worthy cause, it's never too late to give. 
As matters stand, 58 out of a possible 421 
employees at the College have made 
donations to the United Way, and the total 
contribution as of November 6 was $7,048. 
That compares with $7,144 last year, which 
most people would have to admit is still 
no princely sum or breathtaking show of 
philanthropy. If you're interested in 
giving a late donation, contact Lynne 
Hamilton at 356-she doesn't take off 
rnarks for late papers. 
More CASP meetings planned 
The All College Lounge was recently the 
site of the first workshop and lunch 
designed for college instructors working 
with CASP (College Achievement and Support 
Program) students. This orientation session 
was designed to give involved faculty an 
overview of the new program, and a chance 
to meet informally with students. Brief 
presentations were made by Grace Mi rehouse, 
UBC Native Studies instructor and guest 
lecturer for CASP, and Jackie Nahanee, 
Education Coordinator for the Squamish 
Indian Band and member of the CASP 
Advisory Committee, and then there was an 
opportunity for students and instructors 
to work together in small groups. Terry 
Hood, CASP Coordinator, described the 
session as "very successful 11 , and noted 
that at the end of it all 38 participants 
agreed that a follow-up gatherin9 to share 
ideas and infor~ation would be desirable. 
Hood is planning for a similar workshop to 
be held in January, and he said "it is 
important to re-emphasize that College 
faculty are key participants in the team 
effort necessary to ensure success for 
Native students here at Capilano." 
Messages solicited 
The Student Union is testing out a new 
electronic message display sign in the 
North Cafeteria, but a message sign is of 
little use without messages, so they are 
asking all departments to send them 
announcements of activities, events, 
courses, and so forth to run on the sign. 
If you have questions about the whole 
thing, call Marc Rovner at local 347. 
News from Sechelt 
A Cap College instructor from the Sunshine 
Coast recently threw a little light (pun 
intended) on the deep question of "Why 
doesn I t poetry rhyme any more?" John Pass, 
a resident of Ruby Lake and instructor in 
the ABE program at Cap's Sechelt campus, 
is the author of eight books of poetry, 
and on November 12 he addressed the 
Suncoast Writers I Forge on the topic of 
modern poetry. Pass spent a pleasant 
evening amongst many Longfellow and Burns 
fans arguing the merits of non-rhyming 
poetry and modern writers. 
Grad has book published 
One of Cap's former ECE students has 
recently broken into print. Ruth Fahlman, 
who graduated from the program several 
years ago, has co-authored a book entitled 
"Early Childhood Education for a 
Multi cultural Soci ety 11 which is, ,as 
Eleanor Worman puts it, 'hot off the 
press.' The book was funded by 
Multiculturalism Canada, and is a WEDGE 
(Western Educational Development Group) 
publication from UBC. Fahlman currently 
works at REACH Health Centre on Commercial 
Drive and has been active on the Preschool 
English as a Second Language Committee. 
Grad wins award 
Patti Poskitt, a 1985 graduate of the 
Media Resources Program,is the co-producer 
of II Keeping the Beat", a multi-image 
presentation done for the B.C. Heart 
Foundation. Patti and her employers, 
Tagish Words and Presentations, have just 
been awarded the annual prize in the 
Motivation/Recognition Category by the 
Canadian Association for Multi-Image.Patti 
and several other members of the class of 
'85 will be returning to campus in the 
spring term to give the class of 1 86 a few 
pointers on media survival after Cap. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Homemade chocolate for sale! White almond 
bark or dark fruit and nut available. Only 
$5.00 a pound and proceeds are going to a 
good cause. See Rikki at the Registration 
area in A building. Order now, for 
Christmas, or until the end df the Spring 
semester. 
~ 
Concert marks Canada Music Week 
The Music department informs us that the 
week of November 18 is Canada Music Week. 
and if you have a mind to celebrate this, 
why don't you mark the occasion by going 
to the noon hour concert in Hll3 on 
Wednesday the 20th. The Deep Cove Chamber 
Soloists String Quartet will be presenting 
two pieces: 11 Quatuor a cordes: ars longa, 
vita brevis 11 • by Micheline Coulombe Saint-
Marcoux, and "String Quartet Op. 74, No. 
211 by Franz Joseph Haydn. (I dare anyone 
to locate a typing error in that.) This 
concert is free and starts as 12:10 pm. 
China tours cont. 
Information Services which we would 
recommend that people peruse. This folder 
contains no less than 19 different tours 
ranging in length from 18 to 44 days, and 
designed for such specific groups as 
artists,photographers, performing artists, 
naturalists, students, anthropologists, 
doctors, and archaeologists. The tours 
also cover a very wide range of 
geographical areas. 
A Letter to the Informer 
Stretch your member a bit and recall Joan 
Gillis of the Library and latterly Bus. 
Management and of course Lesley (Gillis's] 
mom! I retired to our dream home on 
Gabriela in 1984. 
John and I are planning an extended trip 
in 1986 and would love to find an academic 
with a sabbatical and a book to write to 
rent our home on a monthly basis in 1986. 
Or the wouthwest exposure would delight an 
artist. Of course, the kitchen would 
delight anyone. Could I ask you to write a 
little blurb for the Informer. It is a: 
"Furnished modern waterfront Gulf Island · 
home, available for monthly rental. Skylit 
second floor studio, southwest exposure, 
fi repi t, 3 bedrooms, 2½ baths. 11 
Our address is Site 21, R.R.2, Gabriela, 
VOR lXO or I may be reached at 1-247-8617. 
Lesley will answer anything I have not 
clarified . We get pretty relaxed here! 
Sincerely, 
Joan Gillis 
Christmas party reminder 
Don't forget that Christmas party tickets 
are available until the 30th of November 
from the Accounting Office, Lynne 
Kroetlinger in H building, and Leslie 
Gillis in M building. The tickets are $20 
and include a buffet dinner and dancing at 
the North Shore Winter Club. If you have 
questions, talk to organizer Sandra 
Chester, local 388. 
COLOPHON 
The Informer is published sporadically, 
but with high hopes of weekliness, by 
Information Services, A118 or local 
323 and 324. Submissions are more than 
welcome. Photos are generally the work 
of Dave Sharrock and Edna Sakata in 
MPC, printing is done by Linda Givens 
and Dave Callow in the Print Shop, and 
the distribution is handled by the 
denizens of the Switchboard and Typing 
Pool. We reserve the right to deny 
absolutely everything unless it's tax 
deductible. 
Adoption Forum upcoming 
An adoption forum run by Extension Programs 
will be held this month at the Plaza 
International Hotel, and will deal with a 
wide range of adoption issues from both 
the legal and psychological points of view. 
To be held Saturday , November 23 from 9 am 
to 3: 30 pm , t his forum should be of 
particular interest to birth parents, 
adoptive parents, adoptees, anyone 
considering adoption, and anyone involved 
in providing assistance to adoptive 
families . There will be three panel 
discussions on the topics of adopt i on and 
the law, key issues of adoption, and the 
pscyhological/emotional impact of adoptio n. 
The first panel, moderated by Bus iness 
Management instructor Jon Jes s ima n, wi l l 
deal with laws in BC and other prov inces , 
and international adoptions , and t he 
pane'lists will include Lorne Well wood , 
lawyer, and Will i am Mc Farl and , soc ial 
worker. The second panel, discuss i ng 
ethics , open records vs confi dentiality, 
and Rosemary Brown's Private Member's Bill 
to amend the Adoption Act, wil l be 
moderated by Alister Browne, Phi l osophy 
ins tructor, and one of the other panel i sts 
wil l be NOP MLA Emery Barnes. Finally, the 
pa nel on the emotional impact of adoption 
will be moderated by Counsellor Dave Jones 
and will feature panelists involved in 
counselling of birth mothers, and a UBC 
researcher. 
The registration deadline for this forum 
is November 20 and the fee i s $55 
(i ncluding lunch). For more i nformat ion 
call Extension Programs at local 321. 
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UBC library 
ranks high 
• 1n survey 
""'·· 
, 
UBC is in the big leagues in .North 
America when it comes to the size and 
scope of its library holdings. 
USC ranks 18th overall in a listing of 
105 North American university libraries 
in terms of research holdings in 1983-84, 
according to a table compiled by the 
Association of Research Libraries and 
published in the May 15th edition of 
the Chronicle of Higher Education . 
The ranking of university research 
libraries is based or;i an index developed 
by the Association of Research 
Libraries for quantitative purposes. The 
index takes into account volumes held ; 
gross number of volumes added ; . 
microforms held ; current serials 
received; expenditures for library 
materials, binding, salaries and wages, 
other operating costs; and number of 
professional and non-professional staff 
members. 
Only one other Canadian university, 
Toronto, ranks ahead of UBC in the 
listing. Toronto's overall rank is 8th. 
Other major U.S. institutions that rank 
ahead of UBC include Harvard, which 
is first in the overall ranking, the 
University of California at Los Angeles 
and Berkeley, Yale, Stanford, Columbia, 
and Princeton. The University of 
Washington in Seattle ranks 13th in the 
overall listing. 
Ten other Canadian universities are 
ranked in the ARL listing. the' 
University of Alberta ranks 27th, McGill 
and Western Ontario rank 53rd and 
54th, York is 63rd, Manitoba is 81st, 
Queen's, McMaster and Waterloo are 
grouped together as 88th, 89th and 92nd 
in the overall ranking, and Saskatchewan 
and Guelph are back to back in the 99th 
and 100th positions. 
None of the un iversities, however, 
come remotely close to the holdings of 
the Library of Congress in Washington, 
D.C. , which boasts just over 20.1 
million volumes and spends $139 million 
on salaries. 
By comparison, first-ranked Harvard 
has just over 10.7 million volumes and 
spends nearly $15 million on salaries. 
UBC's book total is just o~er 2.35 
million , with salary expenditures of just 
over $8.3 million in terms of U.S. 
funds. 
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Cap College ACTS 
to train handicapped 
FOR FOUR years Capilano College has been 
running a very successful Alternative Career 
Training (ACT) program. 
But . the college's ACT 
coordinator Jolene 
Bordcwick gives much of the 
credit for this success story 
to the North Shore com-
munity . 
ACT is a training program 
in job skills for students with 
learning handicaps. These 
students, whose average age 
is 20, arc from special · 
education classes in ·JocaJ " 
high schools and have 
modified graduation creden-
tials. They need job skills 
and want employment, but 
," \ ~-~ 
are prohibited from entering 
many training programs that 
require grade 12 equivalen-
cy. 
In ACT, students spend 
three days per week in the 
classroom learning about job 
search skills and consumer 
NEWS pllolo TlnJ l'et*9 
CAPILANO College Instructor Jolene Bonlewkk chats with some of her students. Bonlewkk teaches a special eduction 
course for students with leanaln& handicaps. The course teaches the students Job sldlk. . .• •. 
awareness, and two days 
gaining work experience in 
the community. 
The program is unusual in 
its individual approach -
rather than all working in 
one field, each of the 12 
students can try out a dif-
ferent occupation, such as 
auto mechanics, custodial, 
or restaurant training - and 
this approach is only made 
possible by the support or 
local employers. 
"We would like to ac-
knowledge the contribution 
of all the employers who · 
have been so supportive to 
the program," said 
Bordewick. "It has been the 
teamwork between the col-
lege and the community that 
has made this program a 
success." 
Employers at the training 
sites supervise and help to 
evaluate the students, while 
college faculty set goals and 
monitor their progress. After 
10 days in one location, stu-
dents have the option of 
changing to a different type 
-of job, a different employer, 
or remaining on for more 
training. 
Among the organizations 
that have offered job place-
ment to ACT students, arc 
White Spot, Maynards In-
dustries, Zellers, The Bay, · 
Dykhof Nurseries, the North 
Vancouver Recreation Cen-
tre, Hobby Brews and 
Beaver Foods. 
ACT faculty also meets 
with students' families and 
arranges with support agen-
cies for additional training 
and job search support after 
the student completes the 
program. 
Such agencies include: 
CEC, the Ministry of Labor 
Apprenticeship Training and 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services, the Ministry of 
Health Vancouver 
Neurological Centre and the 
Ministry of Human 
Resources Community Liv-
ing Board. 
"Our students want to 
have the opportunity to 
become employable," 
Bordcwick said, · "and ACT 
significantly improves their 
chances of finding a job so 
that they can lead more in-
dependent lives." 
=---
No Allusions in the Classroont 
MY TURN/JAIME M. O'NEILL 
J osh Billings, a 19th-century humorist, wrote that it is better "not to know so 
much than to know so many things that 
ain't so." Recently, after 15 years of teach-
ing in community colleges, I decided to take 
a sampling to find out what my students 
know that ain't so. I did this out of a growing 
awareness that they don't always under-
. stand what I say. I suspected that part of 
their failure to understand derived from the 
fact that they did not catch my allusions. An 
allusion to a writer, a geographical locality 
or a historical episode inevitably produced 
telltale expressions of bewilderment. 
There is a game played by students and 
teachers everywhere. The game goes like 
this: the teacher tries to find out what stu-
dents don't know so that he can correct 
those deficiencies; the students, concerned 
with grades and slippery self-images, try to 
hide their ignorance in every way they can. 
So it is that students seldom ask pertinent 
questions. So it is that teachers assume that 
students possess basic knowledge which, in 
fact, they don't possess. 
Last semester I broke the rules of this 
time-honored game when I presented my 
English-composition students with an 86-
question "general knowledge" test on the 
first day of class. There were 26 people in the 
class; they ranged in age from 18 to 54. They 
had all completed at least one quarter of 
college-level work. 
Here is a sampling of what they knew that 
just ain't so: 
Creative: Ralph Nader is a baseball play-
er. Charles Darwin invented gravity. Christ 
was born in the 16th century. J. Edgar 
Hocver was a 19th-century president. Neil 
Simon wrote "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest"; "The Great Gatsby" was a magician 
in the 1930s. Franz Joseph Haydn was a 
songwriter during the same decade. Sid 
Caesar was an early Roman emperor. Mark 
Twain invented the cotton gin. Heinrich 
Himmler invented the Heimlich maneuver. 
Jefferson Davis was a guitar player for The 
Jefferson Airplane. Benito Mussolini was a 
Russian leader of the 18th century; Dwight 
D. Eisenhower came earlier, serving as a 
president during the 17th century. William 
Faulkner made his name as a 17th-century 
scientist. All of these people must have ap-
preciated the work of Pablo Picasso, who 
painted masterpieces in the 12th century. 
14 
My students were equally creative in 
their understanding of geography. They 
knew, for instance, that Managua is the 
capital of Vietnam, that Cape Town is in the 
United States and that Beirut is in Ger-
many. Bogota, of course, is in Borneo (un-
less it is in China). Camp David is in Israel, 
and Stratford-on-Avon is in Grenada (or 
Gernada). Gdansk is in Ireland. Cologne is 
in the Virgin Islands. Mazatlan is in Switz-
erland. Belfast was variously located in 
Egypt, Germany, Belgium and Italy. Lenin-
grad was transported to Jamaica; Montreal 
to Spain. 
And on it went. Most students answered 
incorrectly far more often than they an-
swered correctly. Several of them meticu-
Imagining a game of 
Trivial Pursuit among 
some college students 
is frightening; it 
could last for years. 
lously wrote "I don't know" 86 times, or 80 
times, or 62 times. 
They did not like the test. Although I 
made it clear that the test would not be 
graded, they did not like having their igno-
rance exposed. One of them dismissed the 
test by saying, "Oh, I get it; it's like Trivial 
Pursuit." Imagining a game of Trivial Pur-
suit among some of today's college students 
is a frightening thought; such a game could 
last for years. 
But the comment bothered me. What, in 
this time in our global history, is trivial? 
And what is essential? Perhaps it no longer 
matters very much if large numbers of peo-
ple in the world's oldest democratic repub-
lic know little of their own history and even 
less about the planet they inhabit. 
But I expect that it does matter. I also 
suspect that my students provide a fairly 
good cross section of the general popula-
tion. There are 1,274 two-year colleges in 
the United States that collectively enroll 
nearly 5 million students. I have taught at 
four of those colleges in two states, and I 
doubt that my questionnaire would have 
produced different results at any of them. 
My colleagues at universities tell me that 
they would not be surprised at similar un-
dergraduate answers. 
My small sampling is further corroborat-
e·d by recent polls which disclosed that a 
significant number of American adults have 
no idea which side the United States sup-
ported in Vietnam and that a majority of the 
general populace have no idea which side 
the United States is currently supporting in 
Nicaragua or El Salvador. 
Less importantly, a local marketing sur-
vey asked a sampling of young computer 
whizzes to identify the character in IBM's 
advertising campaign that is based on an 
allusion to Charlie Chaplin in "Modern 
Times." Few of them had heard of Charlie 
Chaplin, fewer heard or knew about the 
movie classic. 
Common Heritage: As I write this, the 
radio is broadcasting the news about 
the Walker family. Accused of spying for 
the Soviets, the Walkers, according to a U.S. 
attorney, will be the Rosenbergs of the '80s. 
One of my students thought Ethel Rosen-
berg was a singer from the 1930s. The rest of 
them didn't know. Communication de-
pends, to some extent, upon the ability to 
make (and catch) allusions, to share a com-
mon understanding and a common herit-
age. Even preliterate societies can claim this 
shared assessment of their world. As we 
enter the postindustrial " information proc-
essing" age, what sort of information will be 
processed? And, as the educational estab-
lishment is driven "back to the basics," isn't 
it time we decided that a common under-
standing of our history and our planet is 
most basic of all? 
As a teacher, I find myself in the igno-
rance-and-hope business. Each year hope-
ful faces confront me, trying to conceal their 
ignorance. Their hopes ride on the dispel-
ling of that ignorance. 
All our hopes do. 
We should begin servicing that hope 
more responsibly and dispelling that igno-
rance with a more systematic approach to 
imparting essential knowledge. 
Socrates, the American Indian chieftain, 
would have wanted it that way. 
O'Neill teaches at South Puget Sound 
Community College in Olympia. Wash. 
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